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November 2, 2011

Governor Chris Gregoire
Office of the Governor
PO Box 40002

Olympia, WA 98504-0002

Dear Governor Gregoire:

We in cities and towns understand the state’s serious budget dilemma and sympathize with the difficulties you
face. However, we are extremely disappointed to see the depth and breadth of your “preliminary choice”
budget cuts targeting cities and towns. These deep cuts are intolerable and, we feel, do not reflect our
longstanding partnership. For example, eliminating the distribution of state liquor taxes and profits after over 70
years of continuous sharing, and breaking the commitment to temporarily help fund services in cities that
annexed large areas, are simply unacceptable.

We’ve encountered similar difficulties and revenue shortfalls. Since 2008 and in some cases earlier, cities and
towns have responded to the economic crises by cutting programs and personnel to balance our budgets. Our
citizens are already feeling these impacts.

As city and town officials, we view ourselves as partners with the state in providing essential public services to
citizens. Many laws passed in Olympia are carried out and enforced by our police, fire fighters, service
personnel, and other local providers. Conversely, for every dollar cut in money to local health services, it is our
shelters, hospitals, and jails that must cope with the consequences. When the state cuts programs and
services, cities and towns bear the burden of filling that service gap.

Given our partnership, we want to work with you to help the state meet its budget goals. Instead of firing salvos
at one another, we should be working together to stimulate economic recovery. We need to continue the
constructive dialogue you’'ve nurtured with local governments over the course of your service to Washington. In
that vein, we ask that you meet immediately with a delegation of city representatives to discuss how we can
move forward for the benefit of the people we mutually serve. Our representatives at the Association of
Washington Cities will work with your staff to schedule the meeting.

Respectfully,
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Mayor, City of Clarkston
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Mayar, City of DuPont
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Mayor, City of Edmonds
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Mayor, City of Entiat
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Dennis Johnson
Mayor, City of Wenatchee

cc: Senator Lisa Brown
Senator Mike Hewitt
Representative Frank Chopp
Representative Richard DeBolt
Senator Ed Murray
Senator Joseph Zarelli
Representative Ross Hunter
Representative Gary Alexander



